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PLT Title 

No more culture shock! 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

For some freshmen students studying French, the transition from middle to high school is difficult.  Expectations 
regarding homework, participation, and assessments are different and tend to cause stress.  In order to ease the 
transition into ninth grade classes, French teachers met to discuss and compare the current practices at both 
schools.  We asked for input from students about the challenges they faced in a freshman level French class.  This 
allowed us to determine ways we can facilitate a smooth transition for all students. 
 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

*Eric Ahern CMS French/Spanish 

Jacqueline Kaiser BHS French 

Rebecca El-Gamel BHS French 

Liz Pruitt CMS French/Spanish 

Adriana Staff BHS French 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 

Students will experience consistent routines and expectations with regard to use of the target language in order to 

ease the transition from level to level in their French classes. 

 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
1. Share our own best practices. 

2.  Classroom observations. 

3. Share research and articles. 

4. Incorporate routines from different levels into our own classes. 

5. Survey students to assess the routines and expectations that they experience (d) at different levels in their study of 

French, with regard to use of the target language. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Findings  

 
Student survey results confirmed our hypothesis that some students experience difficulty adapting to higher 
expectations in their French classes at the HS, especially in the areas of participation and use of the target language. 
Students also reported experiencing more challenging assessments at the HS. In addition, they reported having to be 
more independent in their study skills, note-taking, etc.   
 
In sharing our own best practices and through classroom observations, we were able to gain a firsthand perspective on 
routines and expectations in classes at different levels. 
 
 
 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
We recommend surveying incoming ninth graders during the first quarter of academic year 2015-2016, using the 
survey we developed this year. Results can be compared to determine whether students experienced less difficulty in 
adapting to new expectations at the HS. 
 
We will all make a concerted effort to be very clear about expectations for student use of the target language and 
grading of assessments.  
 
We recommend that department/curriculum meeting time be allocated to allow language-specific teachers to share, 
and consequently align, their expectations for participation and assessments. 
 
 
 

 


